The Preuss School UC San Diego
Parent and Family Engagement Policy

The Preuss School UC San Diego recognizes the value of a strong, collaborative partnership
between school, parents and community in support of our scholars’ success and academic
achievement. To that end, the school has developed this policy jointly with parents and family
members of scholars through its School Site Council. The policy is distributed to individual
families electronically or on paper at the beginning of each school year and is posted on the
school’s website.

To involve parents and family members in the school’s program, the following practices have
been established:

1. The Parent and Family Engagement Policy is incorporated into the school plan. (ESSA
Section 1116[a][2])

a. Parent and Family engagement is one the Local Control and Accountability (LCAP)
goals, including associated actions, services, expenditures, and annual measurable
outcomes.

2. The Preuss School involves parents and family members in the joint development of the
school’s planning efforts and in the process of school review and improvement. (ESSA Section
1116[a][2][A])

a. Including parents and families in the ongoing review, evaluation, and implementation
of the School Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) through the School Site Council.

b. Providing meaningful input on the development of the Parent and Family Engagement
Policy.

c. Annually reviewing and updating the Parent and Family Engagement Policy.

3. The Preuss School provides coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary
to assist and build capacity in planning and implementing effective parent and family
involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance.
(ESSA Section 1116[a][2][B])

a. Designating staff to provide technical assistance with planning and implementing
effective parent and family engagement activities.

b. Providing training to school leadership, community advisors, and other staff regarding
effective parent and family engagement activities, Title | program requirements, and
communicating with families.
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c. Collaborating with local community organizations to connect families to outside
resources.

d. Providing information to parents and families on the academic standards,
assessments, Title | program requirements, how to assist students at home, and how to
work with educators to improve student achievement.

e. Offering workshops for parents and families to build a home school partnership and
assist parents in supporting the academic success of their children, including literacy,
mathematics, and technology assistance.

4. The Preuss School coordinates and integrates parent and family engagement strategies with
other relevant Federal, State, and local laws and programs. (ESSA Section 1116[a][2][C])

a. Designating family engagement as one of the LCAP goals, including associated
actions, services, expenditures, and annual measurable outcomes.

b. Coordinating parent and family engagement activities and strategies with other
programs including English Learner and other to support families with participating in the
education programs of their students.

5. The Preuss School conducts, with the meaningful involvement of parents and family
members, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the Parent and Family
Engagement Policy. (ESSA Section 1116[a][2][D])

a. The School Site Council develops, reviews and recommends the Parent and Family
Engagement Policy to the Preuss Board of Directors for approval.

b. The English Language Advisory Committee conducts an annual review of the Parent
and Family Engagement Policy.

c. Providing opportunities to offer meaningful input and feedback on the policy at
informal parent and family meetings.

The Preuss School identifies the following:

1. Barriers to greater participation by parents and families in activities authorized by this section.
(ESSA Section 1116[a][2][D])

a. Ensuring the Parent and Family Engagement Policy is provided in any language
which is dominant for 15% of the student population or more, both in hardcopy and on
the school website.

b. Reviewing the policy with parents and families at meetings.
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c. Ensuring that all information provided to families regarding school and parent
programs, meetings, and other activities are provided in any language which is dominant
for 15% of the student population or more, and adaptive support as needed.

d. Establishing guidelines for communicating with families to ensure information is
provided in a language and format families can understand.

e. Conduct conversations with parents and families to encourage them to identify
barriers, examine possible causes and collaborate to find solutions.

2. The needs of parents and family members so that they may assist with the learning of their
children, including engaging with school personnel and teachers. (ESSA Section 1116[a][2][D])

a. Offering workshops for parents and families to support them with working with their
children, including in the areas of literacy, math, and college/career readiness.

b. Provide materials and resources to assist families in working with and supporting their
children, including websites, flyers, video guides, and school newsletters.

c. Consider the needs of working families when scheduling events and meetings, such
as meeting in the morning or evening.

d. Provide interpretation at family meetings.
e. Offer transportation and /or home visits, if necessary.
3. Strategies to support successful school and family interaction. (ESSA Section 1116[a][2][D])

a. Providing professional learning to teachers, staff, and administrators, designed with
the assistance of parents and families, on strategies to engage families in meaningful
ways and best practices for communicating with families.

b. Developing and implementing parent and family programs.

c. Creating and developing home supports for parents and families to use as teaching
resources for early learners.

d. Offering academic support programs to parents and families.

e. Incorporating research-based strategies to engage families in dialogue promoting
student achievement; for example volunteering at school.

4. The Preuss School uses findings of evaluations to design evidence-based strategies for more
effective parental involvement, and to revise, if necessary, the Parent and Family Engagement
Policy. (ESSA Section 1116[a][2][E])

a. Curating feedback and input from parents and families using surveys
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b. Designating Family Support Specialists to provide parents and families with
professional learning and capacity building opportunities

c. Utilizing CAL School Survey (California Healthy Kids Survey) to gather data and
review it with parents and families.

5. The Preuss School involves parents in activities to adequately represent the needs of the
population served for the purposes of developing, revising, and reviewing the Parent and Family
Engagement Policy. (ESSA Section 1116[a][2][F])

a. Including parents and families in the ongoing review, evaluation, and implementation
of the School Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) at the schools through the School
Site Council (SSC) and English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC).

The Preuss School policy on parent and family engagement shall be consistent with the goals
and purposes listed below. (EC 11502, 11504, 11506)

1. Engage parents positively in their children’s education by helping parents to develop skills to
use at home that support their children’s academic efforts at school and their children’s
development as responsible future members of society. (EC 11502[a])

a. Providing information to parents and families on the academic standards,
assessments, Title | program requirements, how to assist students at home, and how to
work with educators to improve student achievement.

b. Capacity building, such as parent trainings on topics as Social Emotional Learning
and Growth Mindset and offering a variety of resources to help increase family
involvement, engage parents in their children’s education, and develop partnerships with
families to support student achievement.

c. Offering workshops for parents and families to support them with working with their
children, including literacy and mathematics.

2. Inform parents and family members that they can directly affect the success of their
children’s learning, by providing parents with techniques and strategies that they may utilize to
improve their children’s academic success and to assist their children in learning at home. (EC
11502[b])

a. Providing information to parents and families on the academic standards,
assessments, Title | program requirements, how to assist students at home, and how to
work with educators to improve student achievement through parent workshops,
informational meetings, parent-teacher conferences, and newsletters and other
communications.

i. Supporting the school through volunteerism
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ii. Providing parents and family with information and educational resources online
or within the community that can assist with academic supports.

b. Developing the Home and School Compact to address ways in which parents can
support their child’s learning, such as monitoring attendance and homework,
volunteering in classrooms, and participating in decisions related to their child’s
education.

c. Sharing the importance of attending parent-teacher conferences, reviewing progress
reports, and engaging in ongoing communication with their child’s teachers and/or
counselors for example accessing the Aeries parent portal.

3. Build consistent and effective communication between the home and the school so that
parents may know when and how to assist their children in support of classroom learning
activities. (EC 11502][c])

a. Offering workshops for parents and families to support them with working with their
children, including in the areas of literacy, mathematics, college and career readiness,
and technology assistance.

b. Provide materials and resources to assist families in working with and supporting their
children, including websites, parent handbooks, and newsletters.

c. Encouraging families to volunteer and/or visit their children’s classrooms and to
participate in school, school committee and PTA meetings and activities.

4. Train teachers and administrators to communicate effectively with parents. (EC 11502[d])
a. Developing and implementing effective parent and family communication strategies.
i. Create a welcoming environment.
ii. l[dentify best communication method for parents and families
iii. Identify key information parents and families need
iv. Clarify specific input or feedback we are soliciting from them.

5. Integrate parent involvement programs into the school’s master plan for academic
accountability. (EC 11502[e])

a. Designating family engagement as one of the district’s Local Control and
Accountability Plan (LCAP) goals, including associated actions, services, expenditures,
and annual measurable outcomes.

6. Reserve at least one percent of Title I, Part A funds to carry out parent and family
engagement activities, should the school receive more than $500,000. (20 USC 6318[a][3][A])
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a. Reserving 1 percent of the Title |, Part A funds for parent and family engagement
activities, should the school receive more than $500,000 in Title |, Part A funds in a year.

b. Designating additional funds to support developing and implementing family
engagement activities.

7. Involve parents and family members in decisions regarding how reserved funds are allotted
for parental involvement activities (20 USC 631[a][3][B]).

a. Including parents and families in the ongoing review, evaluation, and implementation
of the School Plan for Student Achievement at the schools through the School Site
Council.

b. Providing meaningful input on the development of the Parent and Family Engagement
Policy, and Home and School Compact.

c. Annually reviewing and updating the Parent and Family Engagement Policy and

School Home Compact.
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